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Mistaken Identity 
What actually took place is this: I tried keeping rules and working my head off to 
please God, and it didn’t work. So I quit being a “law man” so that I could be 
God’s man. Christ’s life showed me how, and enabled me to do it. I identified 
myself completely with him. Indeed, I have been crucified with Christ. My ego is 
no longer central. It is no longer important that I appear righteous before you or 
have your good opinion, and I am no longer driven to impress God. Christ lives in 
me. The life you see me living is not “mine,” but it is lived by faith in the Son of 
God, who loved me and gave himself for me.  Galatians 2:19-20 The Message 

Resolving a Mistaken Identity 
The journey involves . . . 
I. The Searching  

circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee  Philippians 3:5 

II. The Suffering  
as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, 
blameless.  Philippians 3:6 

Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid 
down their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. And as they 
were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” And 
falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin 
against them.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep. And Saul approved 
of his execution. And there arose on that day a great persecution against 
the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions 
of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.  Acts 7:58-8:1 

III. The Meeting  
Now as he went on his way, he approached Damascus, and suddenly a light 
from heaven shone around him. And falling to the ground, he heard a voice 

saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” And he said, “Who 
are you, Lord?” And he said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. But 
rise and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” The men 
who were traveling with him stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing 
no one. Saul rose from the ground, and although his eyes were opened, he 
saw nothing. So they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. 
And for three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank.  Acts 9:3-9 

IV. The Transformation  
I am not going to go back on that. Is it not clear to you that to go back to that 
old rule-keeping, peer-pleasing religion would be an abandonment of 
everything personal and free in my relationship with God? I refuse to do that, 
to repudiate God’s grace. If a living relationship with God could come by 
rule-keeping, then Christ died unnecessarily.  Galatians 2:21 The Message 

We are transformed from: 
A. Power man. 

B. Possession man. 

C. Pleasure man. 

To:  God’s man. 

The transformation comes from inside out. 
 

V. The Freedom  
For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you 
have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! 
Father!” The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children 
of God,  Romans 8:15-16 

But when one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed. Now the Lord is the 
Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.  
  2 Corinthians 3:16-17 

Where does your confidence come from? 
So we can confidently say,“The Lord is my helper; I will 
not fear; what can man do to me?”  Hebrews 13:6 

 


